“Canticles in Candlelight” - A Cantata for Christmas

by Joseph M. Martin
Sunday, December 7, 2025 at 7:00 pm

 
(1) Narration:
The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
 
PROCESSIONAL—Light of Christ Singers
 
(2)  Narration:

Hear this word from the prophet Isaiah.
 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. On those living in the land of deep shadows, a light has dawned.
 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem; and proclaim to her that her struggles are at an end.
 
Her sins have been redeemed; and the Lord’s hand has poured out grace upon her sins. Listen! There is a new voice calling in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for your God.”

The candle of Prophesy is lit.

PREPARE AND CELEBRATE—Light of Christ Singers
 
(3)  Narration:

Hear these words of assurance from Jeremiah:
 
For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, they are plans for good and not for evil. I am giving you a future filled with promise and hope.

The candle of Hope is lit.


ADVENT LONGING—Light of Christ Singers

(4)  Narration:

From Luke’s gospel, we hear this account:
 
God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a young maiden named Mary. The angel said to hear, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly concerned with his words and pondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel gave comfort saying, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a Son, and you will call Him Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.”

The candle of Peace is lit.
 
COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS – “Congregational Hymn”
	1.  Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
	from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.
 	Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art:
	dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.
 
	2.  Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king,
	born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
 	By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
	by thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

	3.  Come Almighty to deliver, let us all by grace receive.
	Suddenly return and never, never more thy temples leave.
	Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above.
	Pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.
	Pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.
 
(5)  Narration:
 
Hear this encouraging declaration from scripture:

For behold, darkness covers the earth; and deep shadows over the people of the world; but the Morningstar will arise upon you, and His glory will be seen shining through you. And nations shall come to the Light, and kings to the brightness of His rising.
The candle of Joy is lit.

AWAKE! ARISE! REJOICE!—Light of Christ Singers
 
(6)  Narration:

This is how the birth of Jesus, the Promised One, came about:

Mary, His mother was pledged to be married to Joseph; but before they were together, she was found to be with Child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he considered this, a celestial messenger appeared to him and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not hesitate to take Mary as your wife. Her Child is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a Son, and will call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophets, “A virgin shall conceive and give birth to a Son, and they shall call Him, Immanuel.” (which means “God With Us”)

The candle of Love is lit.

CAROLS OF HOPE AND JOY—Light of Christ Singers
 
(7)  Narration:

From Isaiah we receive this word:
 
How beautiful upon the mountain are the feet of those who bring good tidings; those who proclaim peace, all those who declare unto Zion, the Lord God Reigns. Break forth into joy! Sing together for God has redeemed us, and now all the earth will behold the salvation of our God.

The Christ candle is lit.

JOY TO THE WORLD  —  “Congregational Hymn”
	1.  Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
	let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him room,
	and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,
	and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
 
	
2.  Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns;
	Let men their songs employ;
while fields and floods, rocks, hills & plains,
	repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
	repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

 	3.  No more let sins and sorrows grow,
	nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make his blessings 	flow
	far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,
	far as, far as the curse is found.
 
	4.  He rules the world with truth and grace,
	and makes the nations prove the glories of his righteousness,
	and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
	and wonders, wonders of his love.
 
(8)  Narration:
 
Luke tells us of an amazing event surrounding the birth of Jesus:
 
Not far from Bethlehem, there were shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by night. Suddenly, an angel appeared to them, and they were terrified. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid for I bring joyful news for all people. This day in the city of David a Son is born to you. He is the Redeemer you have long awaited. You will find the Child wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger.” Suddenly, the skies were filled with angelic beings, praising God and declaring, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace and goodwill to all.”
 
When the angels had left them and gone to heaven, the shepherds said one to another, “Let us go to Bethlehem and see this wonderful miracle that has been revealed to us.

The candle of Adoration and Worship is lit.
 
A CHRISTMAS MADRIGAL—Light of Christ Singers
 
(9) Narration:
 
Consider this scene from the gospel of Matthew:
 
After Jesus was born in Judea, Magi from the East came seeking the One who was born King of the Jews. They had seen His star arise in the night sky; and being scholars in prophecy, they realized this was a sign of great significance. With great joy, they followed the star till it came to rest over the place where the Child lived. They entered the house, and saw the Child with His mother, Mary, and bowed down in humble adoration.
With deep devotion and profound reverence, they presented Him with precious gifts and treasures, including gold, frankincense and myrrh. Even more, they brought hearts filled with worship and praise.

The candle of Faith is lit.
 
TURN YOUR HEART TO CHRISTMAS—Light of Christ Singers
 
(10)  Narration:
 
Hear the word of the Lord:
 
I will make you as a light for the nations; that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.
 
Arise and shine for your Light has come. The glory of the Lord has shone upon you.

For once you walked in darkness, but now you are walking in the Light of the Lord.

You are the light of the world. Let your light shine before everyone and reflect the glory of your heavenly Father.
 
Live as children of Light!

The remaining Congregational candles are lit to symbolize the sharing of the good news.

THE FIRST NOEL  --  “Congregational Hymn”
	1.  The first Noel the angel did say
	was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
	in fields as they lay, keeping their sheep,
	on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
	Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
 
IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR  --  “Congregational Hymn”
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all gracious King.” The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
	
HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING  --  “Congregational Hymn”
1.  Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the newborn King!
	Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!
	Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
	with the angelic host proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem!
 
	Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the newborn King!
 
THE FIRST NOEL  --  “Congregational Hymn”
Let us all with one accord, sing praises to our heav’nly Lord;
that hath made heav’n and earth of naught,
and with his blood mankind hath bought.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
 


The End 






We will be processing to a spot across the road from Christmas tree. Not crossing the road.
 




THE LIGHTING OF THE 
KINGSVILLE COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS TREE
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE TREE
  

DEDICATION OF THE TREE
 
	Loving God, we give you thanks for surrounding us as daylight fades with the brightness of the light of this Community Christmas Tree:  and we implore you of your great mercy that as you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so you would shine in our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit: through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.



O CHRISTMAS TREE

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree,
O tree of green unchanging.
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree
O tree of green unchanging.
  
Your boughs, so green in summer time, 
do brave the snow of wintertime.
 
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree,
O tree of green unchanging.
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree
O tree of green unchanging.
 
  

IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR
 
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:  “Peace on the earth, good will to men, from heaven’s all gracious King.”  The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing!
 


CHRISTMAS BLESSING
 
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
 


THE LIGHT OF CHRIST SINGERS

Jessica Thomas - Conductor
Nancy Heinold – Accompanist

Susie Rising, Nancy Dellinger, Anne Leland, Hannah Bray, Paula McCabe, Addison Steier, Eileen Opdyke, Shirl Mohr, Georgia Cascio, Nancy Prosser, Gene Wilkerson, Liz Healey, Camy Schwenk, Janine Stevens, Karen Smith-Manar, Bill Morgan, Ty Schwenk, John Mohr, Ron Meyers

ST. JOHN’S BELL CHOIR 
Nanci Rosendale, Melissa Vandergriff, John Stevens

NARRATORS
Delegate Kathy Szeliga, Fr. Walter Burgess, Rev. Stacey Nickerson, Debbie Weaver, John Stevens
 
Thank you for joining us at St. John’s Episcopal Church. Here are some events that we would like to invite you to:
 









Many Thanks To
 
The Auxiliary of St. John’s
for serving the refreshments
 
the Volunteers 
who helped prepare the Tree,

the Choirs of St. John’s, St. Stephen’s
and Church of the Resurrection
 
all members of  the Greater Kingsville
Civic Association for their interest in our Community

and thank you to Nancy Heinold & Jessica Johnson


 
Merry Christmas!
 


Our Mission Statement
 
We believe that together we will transform the world
with Love: Come on in!
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