St. John’s Episcopal Church
Kingsville, Maryland
Welcomes You
 
Our Vision Statement
 
We believe that together we will transform
the world with love:  Come on in!
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Third Sunday of Advent
December 14, 2025
8:00 and 10:30 am services
 






ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
 
11901 Belair Road, P. O. Box 187, Kingsville, MD  21087
Facebook:  St. John’s Episcopal, Kingsville, MD
Email:  office@stjohnskingsville.org
Website:  www.stjohnskingsville.org
Church Phone:  410-592-8570
For Pastoral Emergencies:  Fr. Mark Lobb+ 443-690-9545
 
Welcome to worship today! We are glad that you are with us. You are invited to participate in all parts of the service as indicated in the red Book of Common Prayer and this service bulletin. If you have any questions, feel free to ask the ushers.  Restrooms are located in the Parish hall, the brick building across the parking lot.
 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
 
Church Staff
 
Priest in Charge:  Father Mark Lobb
Administrative Assistant:  Angie Bosley
Organist/Choir Director:  Nancy Heinold
 
The Vestry
 
         		Class of 2026		Class of 2027
 
		John Stevens		John Frost
		Paul Johnson		Stephanie White
		
												
Officers
Ty Schwenk—Sr. Warden	  	Terry Roe—Jr. Warden
Elizabeth Healey—Treasurer	Anne Leland-Registrar
						    	
Parish Committee Chairpersons
 
Altar Guild:  Elizabeth Healey	
Auxiliary Committee:  Michele Lozanski
Cemetery Committee:  Karen Smith-Manar






































HOLY EUCHARIST
 	             
Processional hymn:  Hark, the glad sound, the Savior comes		    Hymnal #72
Please stand as able
Opening Acclamations 
 
Celebrant:  Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People:  You come to your people and set them free.
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Kyrie										  Hymnal #S-91

[image: A sheet of music with text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
 
Celebrant:  God be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant:  Let us pray.
 
The Collect of the Day		kneel or stand as able			      BCP 212
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
 
The congregation is seated
 
The Lessons
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah		     	       35:1-10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
"Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you."

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
People:  Thanks be to God.
 

Psalm 146:4-9									BCP p. 91
4	Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! *
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
5	Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; *
who keeps his promise for ever;
6	Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, *
and food to those who hunger.
7	The LORD sets the prisoners free;
the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; *
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
8	The LORD loves the righteous;
the LORD cares for the stranger; *
he sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.
9	The LORD shall reign for ever, *
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.
Hallelujah!

A Reading from the Letter of James					 5:7-10
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
People:  Thanks be to God.

Please stand as able
Gradual hymn:  Watchman, tell us of the night			Hymnal #640
 
The Gospel		Please remain standing							  
Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew        11:2-11
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.					           
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’
“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
 
Sermon				The congregation is seated	      The Rev. Annette Chappell
 
The Nicene Creed		Please stand as able
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
 
Prayers of the People (Form IV, BCP p. 388)   Kneel or stand as able
Deacon or other leader  
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
 
Silence
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.  See pg. 13.
Silence
 
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
 
Silence
 
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk212108485]Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. See pg. 13.
 
Silence
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
 
Silence
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
 

Confession of Sin 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
Silence may be kept. 
Minister and People 
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Absolution 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, Strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace				The congregation stands
 
Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you.
People:  And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements	Please be seated
 
Offertory anthem:  Prepare and Celebrate			      	   	(Choir)

Offertory hymn:  Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding			Hymnal #59

				Please remain seated during the collection of the offertory
 
Presentation Hymn	Offerings are presented   Please stand as able	       Hymnal #43, vs. 4
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
 
Eucharistic Prayer II
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant:  We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being:  sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.
 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing:

Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,			(see next page)
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna in the highest.

[image: ]

The congregation kneels or stand as able

Celebrant:  Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 
  
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made
 
In the fullness of time bring us, with St. John and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.
 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
 
Celebrant and People:
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept.
 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast.
 
The congregation remains seated during the singing of this hymn
Communion hymn:  On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry		Hymnal #76
 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
 
Blessings

The people stand as able

Closing hymn:  Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord	      Hymnal #437
 
 
  
Serving Today
 
Celebrant and Preacher:  The Rev. Annette Chappell
8:00  Reader:  Chip Williams			10:30	1st Lesson:  John Stevens
Prayers of the People:  Chip Williams	Psalm: John Stevens
Server:  Jennifer Scepaniak			2nd Lesson:  Anne Leland
						Prayers of the People:  John Frost
						Server:  Terry Roe
Music Director:  Nancy Heinold
Choir:  Anne Leland, Nancy Dellinger, Karen Smith-Manar, Liz Healey, Ty Schwenk
Altar Guild:  John Stevens & Woodie Tingle
Head Usher:  John Stevens


 
















St. John’s Parish Prayer List
 
As is our established practice, some names have been removed from the parish prayer list.  Please let Mark+, a vestry member, or Angie know if a name should be returned, added, or subtracted from the list. Thank you for remembering these persons in prayer.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pray for healing, strength, and recovery:
Mike Carden, Bill Hoffman & Family, Family of Steven Rakas, Family of Joann Koch, Debra Sudano-Perouty, Phillip Harris, Ed Thompson, Riley Terrill, Andy Grau, Jim Peeling, Tom Baumeister, Marsha DeMarino, Sheila Jones, Marisol Aubrey, Greg Sharp, Ione Leamer, Susan Koch, Ty Schwenk, Anna Marie Surdel, Maxine Rising, Tony Rising, Pat Thomas, Angelina DeMarino Grandel, Jacquelin Scepaniak, Pat McCall Paquin.

[bookmark: _Hlk207017023]We pray for our homebound: Lily John, Barbara Miller, Nancy Barnhart, Robin Dilworth, David House


We pray for Malcolm McKnight, for whom the altar flowers are given.

We pray for the Church and the World:
 
For +Sean, our Presiding Bishop, for +Carrie, our Bishop, for Mark+, our Priest in Charge, for the Wardens, Vestry, Staff, and all members and friends of St. John’s Church.
 
For the leaders of all nations, especially for Donald, our President; for Wes, our Governor; for Brandon, Kathy and Bob, who lead our City and Counties.  We pray for all children and youth; for the homeless, the unemployed, and the hungry. We pray for the safety of our loved ones and friends serving in the Armed Forces at home and abroad, and for our enemies, that all our hearts may be turned toward peace throughout the world.



HAPPENINGS
[image: ]
Altar Flowers
Given to the Glory of God
by Nancy McKnight
in memory of her beloved husband, Malcolm






[image: ]We pray for Birthdays this week:
	December 16		Gail Landers, Joseph Koch
	December 19		Frances Rawl
	December 20		Mike Carden
	

From the Treasurer
December ‘25 Income vs. Expenses:

Projected December Expenses: $14,500
Monies Received as of 12/11:  $9,727
	
Amount Needed to Meet Expenses:  $4,773

[image: A qr code with text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Donations can be made to St. John’s you can scan this QR code with your phone’s camera or tap on the link that comes up to make a contribution with either a credit or debit card, Apple Pay or Google Pay.  This is a secure site provided by Clover which is a service of PNC Bank. 


Calendar Updates
December 16 – Vestry Meeting, 7 pm
December 21 – Advent Lessons & Carols, 2 pm

[image: A musical notes and a logo
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CHOIR/BELL CHOIR
[image: A christmas service invitation with a gold ball

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Choir rehearsal – Wednesdays at 7 pm
Bell Choir rehearsal – Sundays at 11:45 am
















[image: A snowman with a hat and scarf

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]INCLEMENT WEATHER—Be careful coming to church in inclement weather. If you don’t feel safe coming out—stay home. God will understand. You can also participate on line.




What’s Happening This Week at St. John’s

Sunday, December 14 —3rd Sunday of Advent
	8:00am:		Holy Eucharist Rite I, Said Service (Church)
	10:30am:		Holy Eucharist Rite II, with Music (Church)
	11:30am:		Coffee Hour (Parish Hall)
	11:45am:		Bell Choir Rehearsal (Church)

Monday, December 15
	12:00-1:00pm:		AA Lunch Bunch (Parish Hall)
				AA Big Book Meeting
						
Tuesday, December 16
	12:00-1:00pm:		AA Lunch Bunch (Parish Hall)
								
Wednesday, December 17
	12:00-1:00pm:		AA Lunch Bunch (Parish Hall)
	7:00pm:		Choir Rehearsal (Church)
	7:30pm:		AA (Parish Hall)
 
Thursday, December 18
9:00am-10:00am:	Book Study (Parish Hall)
	12:00-1:00pm:		AA Lunch Bunch (Parish Hall)
	7:00pm:		AA (Parish Hall)
	
Friday, December 19
	12:00-1:00pm:		AA Lunch Bunch (Parish Hall)
							
Saturday, December 20
8:30pm:		AA (Parish Hall)
	
Sunday, December 21—4th Sunday of Advent
8:00am:		Holy Eucharist Rite I, Said Service (Church)
	10:30am:		Holy Eucharist Rite II, with Music (Church)
	11:30am:		Coffee Hour (Parish Hall)
	11:45am:		Bell Choir Rehearsal (Church)
	2:00pm:		Advent Lessons & Carols (Church)


Parish Office is open Monday and Thursday, 9:00am-2:00pm.

 Potluck Luncheon on the first Sunday of the month and Coffee Hour on all other Sundays after the 10:30 service.
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