ADVENT SERVICE BOOKLET


PLEASE LEAVE IN PEW AS THIS WILL BE USED FOR ALL OF ADVENT.
THANK YOU.
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
Kingsville, Maryland
Welcomes You
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am asking you to do something that is courageous. Hopefully it is both courageous and meaningful.  For the four weeks of the Advent season, we will worship in the context of expectation, preparation, and bold choices. We will both examine and try to empathize with Mary and Joseph, two humans who accepted the responsibility of carrying, nurturing, protecting, and teaching our Lord. In serving God their world was turned upside-down.
 
In that spirit, I am asking you to try something new. Not forever, but for the four Sundays of Advent. The Holy Eucharist service in this booklet is mostly composed of items from Enriching Our Worship (Church Publishing, 1997). They have been authorized for our use for over 26 years, so they are newer, but not new.
 
My prayer is that by engaging together with slightly different words and expressions in our corporate worship we will think about and meditate on the prayers and worship we share as a community. In a smaller way, the boldness with which we temporarily change our liturgy will reflect the ways in which we are called to boldly follow Christ. And, if this temporary change is way too far outside your comfort zone, we will return to our regular Holy Eucharist service on
Christmas Eve.  
 
Faithfully yours, 
Mark+ 
 






















The Holy Eucharist 
 
Processional Hymn -  see bulletin
 
Opening Acclamations 		Stand as able
 
Celebrant:  Blessed are you, holy and living One.
People:  You come to your people and set them free.
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid?  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
 
Trisagion							    	      		Hymnal #S-100
Holy God, Holy and Mighty,
Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us.     				  (repeat 3X)
 
Celebrant:  God be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant:  Let us pray.
 
Collect of the Day - see bulletin		Stand or kneel as able
 
Lessons - see bulletin 			Congregation is seated for lessons & psalm
 
After the Readings, the Reader says
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
People:  Thanks be to God.
 
Gradual Hymn - see bulletin
Stand as able
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to	  	see bulletin
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.
 
Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
 
Sermon								  		Fr. Mark Lobb
 
The Nicene Creed		Please stand as able
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People (Form IV, BCP p.388)     Stand as able
Deacon or other leader 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
 
Silence
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.
 
Silence
 
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
 
Silence
 
Lord, in your mercy

Hear our prayer.
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.
 
Silence 
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them
 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Especially….. 
 
Silence
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer.
 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
 
Silence
 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
Confession of Sin 		Stand or kneel as able
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins to God.
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Minister and People 
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Absolution 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, Strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace				Stand as able
Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you.
People:  And also with you.
 
Welcome and Announcements	Congregation is seated
 
Offertory Anthem - see bulletin
Offertory Sentence and Presentation Hymn - see bulletin
 
Eucharistic Prayer II		Stand as able
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant:  We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being:  sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.
 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 				Hymnal #S-124
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.
 
Stand or kneel as able
 
Celebrant:  Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son,  Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 
 
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,  and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 
 
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
 
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
 
In the fullness of time bring us, with [___________ and] all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.
 
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
 
Celebrant and People:			Stand or kneel as able
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
A period of silence is kept.
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 
Agnus Dei								          		Hymnal #S-161
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.
 
Communion Hymn – see bulletin
 
Postcommunion Prayer 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
 
Blessings
Holy eternal Majesty, Holy incarnate Word, Holy abiding Spirit, Bless you for evermore. Amen. 
 
May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over her children, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
God’s Blessing be with you, Christ’s peace be with you, the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, now and always. Amen. 
 
The Wisdom of God the Love of God and the Grace of God strengthen you to be Christ’s hands and heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen. 
(source: Celtic)
 
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road and may God’s blessing be with you always. Amen.
 
Closing Hymn - see bulletin
 
The Dismissal
 

[image: A silhouette of a manger

Description automatically generated]Christmas Services
Sunday, Christmas Eve
9:30 a.m. Rite I Service
5:00 p.m. Family Service
9:00 p.m. Choral Holy Eucharist
Monday, Christmas Day
9:30 a.m. Rite I Service
Sunday, First Sunday after Christmas
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ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
 
11901 Belair Road, P. O. Box 187, Kingsville, MD  21087
Facebook:  St. John’s Episcopal, Kingsville, MD
Email:  office@stjohnskingsville.org
Website:  www.stjohnskingsville.org
Church Phone:  410-592-8570
For Pastoral Emergencies:  Fr. Mark Lobb+ 443-690-9545
 
Welcome to worship today! We are glad that you are with us. You are invited to participate in all parts of the service as indicated in the Book of Common Prayer and this service bulletin. If you have any questions, feel free to ask the ushers.  Bathrooms are located in the Parish hall, the brick building across the parking lot.
 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
 
Church Staff
 
Interim Rector:  Father Mark Lobb
Administrative Assistant:  Angie Bosley
Organist/Choir Director:  Nancy Heinold
 
The Vestry
 
         		Class of 2024			Class of 2025
 
		Marguerite Lobb		John Frost
		Jacob Johnson		Woodie Tingle
												
Officers
Ty Schwenk—Sr. Warden	  	Terry Roe—Jr. Warden
Elizabeth Healey—Treasurer	Anne Leland-Registrar
						    	
Parish Committee Chairpersons
 
Altar Guild:  Elizabeth Healey	
Auxiliary Committee:  Michele Lozanski
Cemetery Committee:  Terry Roe























































St. John’s Episcopal Church
Kingsville, Maryland
Welcomes You
 
Our Vision Statement
 
We believe that together we will transform
the world with love:  Come on in!
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Second Sunday of Advent
December 10, 2023
8:00 and 10:30 am services
 






ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
 
11901 Belair Road, P. O. Box 187, Kingsville, MD  21087
Facebook:  St. John’s Episcopal, Kingsville, MD
Email:  office@stjohnskingsville.org
Website:  www.stjohnskingsville.org
Church Phone:  410-592-8570
For Pastoral Emergencies:  Fr. Mark Lobb+ 443-690-9545
 
Welcome to worship today! We are glad that you are with us. You are invited to participate in all parts of the service as indicated in the Advent Service Booklet and this service bulletin. If you have any questions, feel free to ask the ushers.  Bathrooms are located in the Parish Hall, the brick building across the parking lot.
 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 
 
Church Staff
 
Interim Rector:  Father Mark Lobb
Administrative Assistant:  Angie Bosley
Organist/Choir Director:  Nancy Heinold
 
The Vestry
 
         		Class of 2024			Class of 2025
 
		Marguerite Lobb		John Frost
		Jacob Johnson		Woodie Tingle
												
Officers
Ty Schwenk—Sr. Warden	  	Terry Roe—Jr. Warden
Elizabeth Healey—Treasurer	Anne Leland-Registrar
						    	
Parish Committee Chairpersons
 
Altar Guild:  Elizabeth Healey	
Auxiliary Committee:  Michele Lozanski
Cemetery Committee:  Terry Roe




























































HOLY EUCHARIST
 
Prelude
 
Processional hymn:  Prepare the way, O Zion		            	Hymnal #65
 
The Collect of the Day		kneel or stand as able			      		BCP 211
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
 
The congregation is seated
 
A Reading from Book of the Prophet Isaiah		     		  	40:1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
People:  Thanks be to God.
 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13(Pray as directed)
1	You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, *
	you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
2	You have forgiven the iniquity of your people *
	and blotted out all their sins.
8	I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, *
	for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
	and to those who turn their hearts to him.
9	Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, *
	that his glory may dwell in our land.
10	Mercy and truth have met together; *
	righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11	Truth shall spring up from the earth, *
	and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12	The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, *
	and our land will yield its increase.
13	Righteousness shall go before him, *
	and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.
 
A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter					3:8-15a
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as
salvation.
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people
People:  Thanks be to God.
 
Gradual hymn:  There’s a voice in the wilderness crying	   Hymnal #75
 
The Gospel		Please stand as able							  
Priest:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark         	       1:1-8
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.					           
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
 
Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
 
Offertory Anthem:  People Look East			      	     	  	(Choir)
Offertory Sentence
Offertory hymn:  Comfort, comfort ye my people		    		Hymnal #67
 
Sanctus								         		Hymnal #S-124
 
Communion hymn:  Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless        	Hymnal #343
 
Closing hymn:  On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry		   	Hymnal #76
 
Postlude
 
 
 
Serving Today
 
Celebrant and Preacher:  The Rev. Mark Lobb
8:00  Reader:  Chip Williams			10:30	1st Lesson:  John Stevens
Prayers of the People:  Chip Williams	Psalm: John Stevens
Server:  					2nd Lesson:  Liz Healey
						Prayers of the People:  John Frost
						Server:  Terry Roe
Music Director:  Nancy Heinold
Choir:  Anne Leland, Karen Smith-Manar, Janine Stevens, Liz Healey,
Camy Schwenk,  Jacob Johnson, Ty Schwenk
Altar Guild:  John Stevens & Woodie Tingle
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Altar Flowers
Given to the Glory of God
by Malcolm McKnight
in memory of Charles & Mary McKnight 
 


We pray for the repose of the soul of Thelma Burns who passed away on Sunday.
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our sister Thelma. We thank you for giving her to us, her family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 
St. John’s Parish Prayer List
 
Additions and corrections may be made to our Parish Prayer List at any time. All names will be automatically removed from the Parish Prayer List on the 1st Sunday of each month unless you request otherwise. Please contact Angie at <office@stjohnskingsville.org> or 410-592-8570 in the church office with all changes by 10 am Thursdays. Thank you.
 
We Pray for Those in Need:
Names in BOLD read aloud by all.
 
Ivan, Lisa, Peter, Sarah Sutherland, Melissa Heaver, Liz Rawl, Ricky Carter, Marilyn Stephenson, Cleo Collins, Sid & Joan Pyle, Karen Sugden, DeMarino Family, Jenny, Lisa, Jennifer, Dylan, Gary, Paul Edwards, James Kneussl, Kim Collins-Appel, Ronnee Congleton (pancreatic cancer), Stephanie Payton, Jim & Chris Carden and family,  Peggie Dietz, Barnabas & Sarah, Thomas Proctor, Mike Carden, Pat Carden, Gail Landers, Alisha Erion, Marie Dilworth, Larry Betzler, Anne Leland, Morgan Thomas
 
 
We Pray for our Homebound
 
Lily John, Barbara Miller, Nancy Barnhart, Robin Dilworth
 
We pray for the Church and the World:
 
For Most Rev’d. Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury; for The Most Rev’d. Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop; for Right Rev’d. Eugene Sutton, our Bishop; for our Bishop Co-Adjutor, Carrie Schofield Broadbent, for our Interim Rector, Rev. Mark Lobb, for the Wardens, Vestry, Staff, and all members and friends of St. John’s Church. 
 
For the leaders of all nations, especially for Joseph, our President; for Wes, our Governor; for Brandon, Nick, John and Bob, who lead our City and Counties.  We pray for all children and youth; for the homeless, the unemployed, and the hungry. We pray for the safety of our loved ones and friends serving in the Armed Forces at home and abroad, and for our enemies, that all our hearts may be turned toward peace throughout the world.
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service of PNC Bank.




[image: A logo of a church with a book and sun

Description automatically generated]SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children’s Sunday school is held from 10:30-11:00 during our 10:30 service. Miss Stephanie and I also would like to invite all interested kids to come and be part of the group!
 
Mr. John
 


From the Treasurer
December ’23 Income vs. Expenses:
 
Projected December Expenses:  $14,500
Monies Received as of 12/7:  $7,910

Donations needed to meet expenses:  $6,590
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CHORAL CHOIR AND BELL CHOIR
 
chChoir practice, Wednesdays at 7:00 pm
 
Bell Choir practice, Sundays after the 10:30 service on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays
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All experience levels are welcome
 



OUTREACH
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    Needed at this time:  spaghetti sauce, pasta (not
spaghetti), cereal,  pancake mix and syrup. 
 

 Social Media and St. John's
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SIGN UP SHEET-TO RECEIVE COMMUNION AT HOME
Although we miss you, we recognize that there are many good reasons not to come to church every Sunday. We also recognize that not participating in Holy Communion regularly and often can weigh heavily on many people. Especially during the Christmas Holidays. Please use this form to sign up yourself or a loved one (with their permission) to have Fr. Mark visit with communion and prayer. Use this form or contact the office (410-592-8570, office@stjohnskingsville) to make arrangements. May all have a blessed holiday season. 
 

Best Practices for Communion
Although intinction, the dipping of the bread in the cup, may seem to be more sanitary, multiple studies have determined the opposite. Sharing the common cup, in keeping with ancient traditions, is actually much safer given our practice of wiping and rotating the chalice between each communicant. Our bishops and diocesan staff strongly discourage the practice of intinction.  Other options include sharing the common cup in the traditional way or abstaining from the cup altogether.  Both options are considered full participation in the Eucharist. Please speak to Father Mark with any questions.  
 

Spiritual Communion prayer for those unable to participate in person.
 
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.
 
(St. Augustine’s Prayer Book, p.192)
 

Dates to put in your calendar:
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December 19th - Service of Solace, 7:00 pm 
 
We have St. John’s shirts available for a nominal charge.
 
With so much going on, everyone’s help is needed to make things a success. Our volunteers make the Church function. The volunteering of time and talent is greatly appreciated.
 
We have a Potluck Luncheon on the first Sunday of the month and a Coffee Hour on all other Sundays after the 10:30 service.
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Love Drops 2023 – Cookies made with Love – 
Calling all Cookie Makers and Volunteers
Greetings,
 
For the last few years during Advent St. John’s has been making “Love Drops”, a gift of cookies (lovingly made by the congregation), candy and greetings from St. John’s. Hand delivered to ourparishioners, shut-ins, local community businesses and organizations (Kingsville Fire Department, Baltimore Co. Police, our AA leaders, etc), Love Drops have become an annual outreach from St. John’s to those who mean so much to our parish life.
 
This year we are planning to assemble the packages on December 16th so that our delivery elves (volunteers needed) can make their rounds before the Christmas weekend. About 100 Love Drops will leave the Parish Hall that day for distribution all around our
community.
 
Of course, we’ll need your help. More cookies please! It takes a lot of cookies to fill our packages and we’re hoping that you have it in you to make one more dozen or two. Cookies should be packaged 4 to a zip lock bag and labeled if possible (no nuts please).
 
To recap…here’s what we need:
 
· Cookies, 4 to a bag, delivered to St. John’s parish hall by 10 am Saturday, 12/16. If you would like someone to come pick up your cookies just let us know and we’ll make arrangements to do so.
 
· Love Drop package assemblers. We’ll meet at 10am in the hall on 12/16
 
· Cookie delivery elves. Packages should be ready for delivery by early afternoon on the 16th.
 
Thanks so much for all your help. It’s truly appreciated, and we promise that this is the last call for cookies….until the next flea market.
 
Sincerely,
The Love Drop Team
 

The Santa Tree
 
Can you help some children from [image: A christmas tree with cards on it

Description automatically generated]Joppatowne Elementary School?
 
The school has 55 children that need our help to be able to celebrate Christmas this year. We will have a Christmas tree in the back of the Church with Angels as decorations.  On the back of the angel will be the child and what they want Santa to bring them.  Take as many as you can or find a partner to share the expense.  The wrapped gifts need to be returned by Sunday 12/17/23.
 
Any questions please let me know Michele 443-463-6333
 
What can you do the help a child in need this Christmas?


[image: A red box with green ribbon

Description automatically generated]Are family and friends still looking for gift ideas for you for Christmas? Consider asking them to make a donation in your name to the Organ Restoration Fund at St. John’s. We still have a long way to go to pay back what we borrowed from our Outreach Fund and contributions will go direct to future outreach projects.

What’s Happening This Week at St. John’s
 
Sunday, December 10—Second Sunday of Advent
	8:00am:		Holy Eucharist, Rite I (Church)
	10:30am:		Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Church)
	10:30am-11:00am:	Sunday School
	11:30am:		Coffee HourParish Hall)
	
Monday, December 11
	9:30am-1:30pm:	Parish Office Open
	12:00-1:00pm:		AA Lunch Bunch (Parish Hall)
	6:30-8:00pm:		Spanish speaking AA group (Parish Hall)
						
Tuesday, December 12
				Parish Office Closed
	12:00-1:00pm:		AA Lunch Bunch (Parish Hall)
						
Wednesday, December 13
	9:30am—1:30pm:	Parish Office Open
	12:00-1:00pm:		AA Lunch Bunch (Parish Hall)
	7:00pm:		Choir Practice (Church)
	7:30pm:		AA (Parish Hall)
 
Thursday, December 14
	9:30-1:30pm:		Parish Office Open
	12:00-1:00pm:		AA Lunch Bunch (Parish Hall)
	7:00pm:		AA (Parish Hall)
	
Friday, December 15
				Parish Office Closed
	12:00-1:00pm:		AA Lunch Bunch (Parish Hall)
	6:00pm			Yoga (Parish Hall)
								
Saturday, December 16
	8:30pm:		AA (Parish Hall)
	
Sunday, December 17—Third Sunday of Advent
	8:00am:		Holy Eucharist, Rite I (Church)
	10:30am:		Holy Eucharist, Rite II (Church)
	10:30am-11:00am:	Sunday School
	11:30am:		Coffee Hour (Parish Hall)
				Bell Choir Practice (Church)
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